
Back-cross American chestnut project raising hopes for treeôs 

restoration 

Volunteers breeding, planting thousands of disease-resistant seedlings 

 Leslie Middleton on October 26, 2015 

 
Matt Brinckman, with The American Chestnut Foundation, pollinates the flowers of a pure American 

chestnut that has survived the blight to create a family line adapted to local conditions. (Leslie Middleton) 

On a late June morning, Matt Brinckman reached into the branches of a 50-foot American chestnut tree 

adorned with 100 or so small white paper bags ð each of which fully covered the flower at the end of the 

outer branches. 
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