
 

Educating a Forest 

Stockton manages its trees for learning, environment. 
 

 
Dr. George Zimmermann, a Stockton professor of Environmental Studies, on the left, and Dr. Jamie Cromartie, associate 

professor of Entomology, walk towards a harvester during forest thinning at Stockton University. ( Susan Allen/ Stockton 

University ) 

GALLOWAY TOWNSHIP, N.J. - The Pine 

Barrens surrounding Stockton University were 

choked with brush and a mix of trees - from white 

oaks and red maples to Virginia, pitch, and 

shortleaf pines. The conditions made for a sickly 

forest, vulnerable to wildfires and insect 

infestation, including the destructive southern pine 

beetle. But last week - following earlier prescribed 

burns to clear undergrowth - the woods along 

Vera King Farris Road began feeling more airy. 

The first of hundreds of trees came down, and 

sunlight again bathed the ground, making it 

possible for a healthier forest to take root next to 

the Atlantic County school. The work, which will 

spread over a few hundred acres, is part of the 

Stockton Forest Management Plan, the state's first 

comprehensive stewardship project on public land 

in South Jersey, officials said.  "Stockton's forest 

gives character to our campus and defines who we 

are," said George Zimmermann, a Stockton 

professor of environmental studies. He is teaching 

a summer research course emphasizing forest 

measurements and allowing students to design 

experiments related to the university's forest 

management. "It's a living laboratory that provides 

research opportunities that very few students are 

offered," he said in a statement last week. "It's 

also a forest that needs our assistance now." Phase 

one of the management plan began in March, 

when about 100 acres of woods underwent 

controlled burns, officials said. Phase two began 

on June 30 when Zimmermann climbed into tree-
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