Encouraging plantations of sandalwood and agar
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Investment in plantation teak began in the post-independence era in India and large areas of

mixed forests were clear felled for planting teak.

Because the forest was cleared the stock of trees used for medicinal purposes as well as
those for production of gums and resins dwindled. In addition, forest biodiversity suffered.
These developments have been subject of debate in India and proposals have been made to

address biodiversity loss.

In addition to widespread forest clearing, illegal felling and smuggling of high value woods




