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CLEARING THE PR POLLUTION

Islands in the Sky: Chopping Ancient Walbran Valley Forest Spells

Extinction for Treetop Species
By Judith LavoieA uésday, January 26, 2016

High in the trees that have been growing in the Walbran ValeyYancouver Island for up to 1,000 yeat|
unique colonies of insects and invertebratesttareing. Carpets of soil which develop in the massi
branches of the oldrowth trees contain a plethora of species not found anywhere else on Earth ang
1995, University of Victoria entomologist Neville Winchester has climbed more than 2,000 tre
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document and catalogue this life in theetops.i These anci ent forests

said Winchester, who has had more than a dozdielbmées, aphids and flies named after him and Whj
giving apublic talkthis Friday at 6:30 p.m. at the University \Gittoria. Together withUVic graduate
students, Winchestdras conducted one of the most extensive canopy research projects in North Arn
using ropes to scale trees the equivalent egtb8ys high in the Carmanah and Walbralteys.
AThen | take my momdés bul b pl ant & which cad betup to &(
centi met r e ssaid Despite @yerwltnelming scientific evidence of unique ecosystems, Winch
is fighting a battle he thought had been won two decades ago when massive protests and demansti
part of thhee WoWadrs 6i nt htat mar k e 8.C.8 hemipted 6v8rOpns #onogd

CarmanatWalbran.
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http://www.desmog.ca/user/17620
https://www.facebook.com/events/160322711000082/

At that time, Winchester was already doing canopy research and, when the government of the day regspor
to overwhelming public opposition and created the CaahaVNalbran Provincial Park, taking in 16,450
hectares of the old growth forest, he believed the warowes But now, part of the Central Walbran, jugt
outside the park boundary, is undereat.i | have the feeling thatesthahjer

were present then have surfaced again. They Hhav
it difficult to believe that politicians cannot look at the evidence and bagrolgth logging in tharea.

Ailtoés greed, ingenThe szientfie evidemae is aut thevegaad it shows that these aregs an

these species are essemsadfmaBy ttoa kpirnogt etcht e sbei otdri)eves
di sruption you are committing s p aboutspscied goinggextindge x

just because we have mismahagedoa resource? h a

Ancient Forest Alliance (AFA) Photograph&rCampaigneiTJWatt standing beside the Castle Giant in the unprotecjed

CastleGrove.

The province has granteHurreybased Teal Jones Group a permit for at®@tare cutblock east o

Carmanah WalbraRark. The cutblock is in the 50Bectare Central Walbran where, unlike the vaIILy
further south which is tattered with cutblocks, there is contigotaagrowth.
nbs wher e our forests reach their mo s t magni
ForestAl | i ance. iThese are t he cl & and some @ thealarges remaininge

tracts and finest old growth western red cedars areegsasuch as Castle Grove, together withgotovth
dependent species such as the Queen Charlottp
importance of these areas for tourism as welliadiversity.




Jackie Korn stands beside a large redar stump cut by Tedbnes in the Walbran Valley in 2014. Photd:Watt.
Business leaders in Port Renfrew hawéed ontheB.C.government to immediately ban loggiimgthe

unprotected part of the Walbran Valley, saying tall tree tourism is now ammillin dollar business and
the highest value would come from stopping further logging of old groreds.

At the heartof the problem is the original configuration of the park, said Torrance Coste 0
WildernessCommitteeA | ar ge chunk, surrounded by park 2
withoutprotectionil t was a bi g c¢ onc e $entheparktvas laid dogry themegvas
consensus or agreement f rsaidilLoggimghasalready degradecgriwt |

on the south side of Walbran Creek, and environmentalists are not happy about Teal Jones planSJEr S¢

more cutblocks in that area, but the line in the sand is the approved cutblock on the north side of t

said Coste, who wants to see the-#h@6tare northern section of The Bitetected.

the
n d
o t

S

riv



http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/logging-ban-walbran-valley-trees-vancouver-island-1.3365215
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Protests started in the area in November, but, three weeksdateurt injunction restricted access afd
stopped protesters from interfering with loggoyerationsOn January 4, in B.C. Supreme Court ruling,
the injunction was extended until the endMarch. Coste said that, although he and the Wildernfpss
Commitee are named in the injunction, the role of the group has been to record and advocate, not pgrticiy
in blockadesHowever, he believes the injunction is hednanded and designed to discourage people fiom
going into the WalbraWalley. There is a graaneed for eyes on the ground and for British Columbiang to
let the province know that it is not acceptable to log some of the lastlémation oldgrowth on southern

Vancouver Island, hgaid.

The Milky Way cradled by silhouettes of ancient redcedarghe Central Walbran Valley. Phot
by TJ Watt.




