Tree growers mela begins in Coimbatore
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The Institute of Forest
Genetics and Tree Breedi-
ng (IFGBT) has been rese-
arching to develop clones of
15 new varieties of trees,
“Clones of eucalyptus and
casuarina, which were

developed a few years ago,

has found its way into mar-
kets across India and have
been received well. Anot-
her 15 new varieties of ¢lo-
nes will be released in the
next two years,” said Mr N.
Krishnakumar, director of
- IFGTB at the two-day Tree
Growers Mela here.

Mr Krishnakumar said
that of the 28,000 different
varieties of trees, 145 had
economic potential. “So th-
ere is a need to domesticate
them for the benefit of
farmers,” he added.

Pointing out that econom-
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The impact of
urbanisationis a
major concern
which needs
immediate
attention to pre-
serve the ever-
depleting forest
wealth :

— N. Krishnakumar
Director, IFGBT

ic growth had its impact on
natural resources, District
Collector M. Karunakaran
said, “There is a growing
concern over tackling the
garbage problem, plastic
waste management and pol-
lution of water sources.
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The impact of urbanization
is a major concern’ which
needs immediate attention
to preserve the ever-deplet-.
ing forest wealth. There
should be more awareness
on protecting our natural
resources,” he said.

Mr Karunakaran said
that as part of the afforesta-
tion drive, 64 lakh trees had
been planted last year and
65 lakh would be planted
this year. The collector also
inaugurated an exhibition,
which had stalls displaying
various forest produces
and saplings. :

BEarlier, Director General
of ICFRE Mr VK. Bahu-
guna unveiled the silver
jubilee year commemora-
tive stone of the IFGRBT,
Around 1000 farmers from
Tamil Nadu, Kerala and
Puducherry took part in
the two-day Tree Growers
Mela.




